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1. Round 1 

1.1. Reviewer 1 

Reviewer:  
 
The reference to “psychological inflexibility as a transdiagnostic mechanism” is compelling but remains underdeveloped. 

Please integrate a more detailed theoretical framing that distinguishes it from other transdiagnostic constructs such as 
experiential avoidance or cognitive fusion. 

The phrase “idealization of toxic love” is powerful, but could you clarify whether participants framed this consciously or 
whether it was a latent theme extracted by researchers? Differentiating between emic and etic interpretations here would 
enhance analytical clarity. 

The section on “cultural expectations” (e.g., “endurance is virtue”) is compelling. Consider integrating a brief discussion of 
gender role ideology or feminist psychology to enrich this dimension. 

 
Authors revised the manuscript and uploaded the document. 

1.2. Reviewer 2 

Reviewer:  
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The phrase “re-authoring their traumatic relational scripts” is rich but underdefined. Consider explaining how Narrative 

Exposure Therapy specifically operationalizes this process for IPV survivors. 
The paragraph notes that both inductive and deductive approaches were used. Please explain which deductive codes were 

informed by theory and how these were integrated with emergent codes. Otherwise, the approach may appear too loosely 
defined. 

The quote “I keep choosing the same type” under "Repetition Compulsion" may suggest a trauma-bond pattern. Consider 
referencing relevant literature on trauma bonding or attachment-based repetition to enhance this subtheme's conceptual 
richness. 

The statement “Emotional rigidity in the current sample was compounded by over-attunement to the partner’s emotional 
states…” deserves further elaboration. Are these findings consistent with theories of codependency or emotional fusion? 

The concept of “trauma as a current organizing force” is excellent. However, this could be deepened by engaging more with 
psychodynamic literature on object-relations or internal working models of attachment. 

 
Authors revised the manuscript and uploaded the document. 
 

2. Revised 

Editor’s decision: Accepted. 
Editor in Chief’s decision: Accepted. 
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