
 
Journal Website 

 
Article history: 
Received 15 January 2025 
Revised 19 March 2025 
Accepted 27 March 2025 
Published online 01 July 2025 

Journal of Assessment and Research in 
Applied Counseling 

 
Open peer-review report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perceived Injustice and Low Resilience as Predictors of Passive 

Coping in Trauma Survivors 

 

Valerie. Karstensen1 , Camila Viteri2*  

 
1 Department of Regional Health Research, University of Southern Denmark, Odense, Denmark 

2 Department of Educational Psychology, Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Quito, Ecuador 
 

 

* Corresponding author email address: camila.viteri@usfq.edu.ec 

 

E d i t o r  R e v i e w e r s  

Muhammad Rizwan  

Associate Professor, Department of 

Psychology, Haripur University, 

Islamabad, Pakistan 

muhammad.rizwan@uoh.edu.pk 

Reviewer 1: Hajar Torkan  

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan 

Branch (Khorasgan), Isfahan, Iran. h.torkan@khuisf.ac.ir 

Reviewer 2: Farhad Namjoo  

Department of Psychology and Counseling, KMAN Research Institute, Richmond 

Hill, Ontario, Canada. Email: farhadnamjoo@kmanresce.ca 

1. Round 1 

1.1. Reviewer 1 

Reviewer:  

 

The sentence “Passive coping—characterized by avoidance, withdrawal, and emotional disengagement…” would benefit 

from a more detailed operational definition of passive coping, especially distinguishing it from general disengagement coping 

to clarify the study's conceptual framework. 

The sentence “Sociocultural factors…can shape how individuals interpret trauma” needs elaboration. What specific cultural 

norms in Ecuador are most relevant to injustice perception and coping? 

The claim that “Recent research also supports the relevance of perceived injustice and resilience…” would be stronger with 

examples beyond chronic pain and COVID-19 contexts, or by clarifying the generalizability of those findings to trauma more 

broadly. 

The authors cite Ecuador’s cultural context. However, the connection to study results is mostly speculative. Consider 

integrating direct cultural metrics or previous research on Ecuadorian trauma survivors to support this. 

 

Authors revised and uploaded the document. 
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1.2. Reviewer 2 

Reviewer:  

 

In “Perceived injustice…has gained increasing attention in trauma and pain literature,” please specify which populations or 

trauma types have been most studied. This would help contextualize the current study’s focus. 

The authors state that “resilience…has been identified as a protective factor…” but do not clarify whether this refers to trait 

or state resilience. Please distinguish and justify the conceptualization used. 

The authors mention “implying that those perceiving higher injustice tend to report lower resilience”—this is correlational 

and should be reframed to avoid implying causation. 

The authors claim “these cognitive-emotional appraisals disrupt adaptive processing…”—this would be strengthened by 

including neurobiological or psychophysiological correlates of injustice-related rumination if available. 

The authors state “resilience may counteract this tendency…”—please expand on potential mechanisms (e.g., cognitive 

reappraisal, self-efficacy) supported in the literature that explain how resilience mitigates passive coping. 

 

Authors revised and uploaded the document. 

 

2. Revised 

Editor’s decision after revisions: Accepted. 

Editor in Chief’s decision: Accepted. 
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